The Church
WHAT THE CHURCH IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT

For Church Ministers

INTRODUCTION

Many ministers serve faithfully yet struggle with a clear, biblical
understanding of what the Church truly is. Misunderstanding the
nature of the Church leads to misplaced priorities, burnout, unhealthy
leadership models, and ineffective ministry.

This self-study lesson is designed to ground ministers in Scripture,
correct common misconceptions, and realign ministry with God’s
original intention for His Church.

Key Scripture:

"And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." —
Matthew 16:18

PART 1: WHAT THE CHURCH IS

1. THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST
Scripture:

"Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually." — 1
Corinthians 12:27 (NKJV)

The Church is not an organization—it is a living organism. Christ is
the Head, and every believer is a functioning member.

Key Truths:



. Every believer has a role
. No member is insignificant
. Growth depends on every part working properly

lHlustration:

A human body cannot function if only the head is active. In the same
way, a church where only the pastor functions is unhealthy and
unbiblical.

Reflection Questions:

. Am | equipping members to function or making them dependent
on me?

. Is my church operating as a body or as a stage-centred
gathering?

2. THE CHURCH IS A SPIRITUAL FAMILY
Scripture:

"Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God."
— Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV)

The Church is God’s family—not a crowd of strangers.
Key Truths:

. Relationships matter more than programs
. Love is the defining mark of the Church
. Spiritual growth happens in community

lHlustration:

A family does not gather once a week for a performance. They live
life together, support each other, and grow together.

Reflection Questions:



. Does my church feel like a family or an event?
. Are members known, cared for, and connected?

3. THE CHURCH IS THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT

Scripture:

"Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit
of God dwells in you?" — 1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV)

God does not dwell in buildings—He dwells in people.
Key Truths:

. The presence of God defines the Church
 Holiness is essential
. Worship is a lifestyle, not just a service

Hlustration:

A beautiful building without God’s presence is just a hall. But even a
simple gathering with God’s presence becomes a true church.

Reflection Questions:

. Is the presence of God central in our gatherings?
. Are we prioritizing spiritual depth over outward appearance?

4. THE CHURCH IS A MISSIONAL COMMUNITY

Scripture:

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations..." — Matthew
28:19 (NKJV)

The Church exists for a purpose: to make disciples.



Key Truths:

« The Church is sent, not seated
. Evangelism and discipleship are central
. Growth is measured in transformed lives

Hlustration:

A church that only gathers but never goes out is like a hospital that
admits no patients.

Reflection Questions:

. Are we actively making disciples or just holding services?
. Is outreach a priority or an afterthought?

PART 2: WHAT THE CHURCH IS NOT
1. THE CHURCH IS NOT ABOUT THE PASTOR

Scripture:

"For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake." — 2 Corinthians 4:5
(NKJV)

The Church does not belong to the pastor—it belongs to Christ.
Key Truths:

. The pastor is a servant, not the centre
« Ministry should not revolve around one personality
. The goal is to raise others, not build personal influence

Warning Signs:

. Everything depends on the pastor
. Members cannot function without the pastor



. The church identity is tied to a personality
Illustration:

If a church collapses when a pastor is absent, it was built on a man,
not Christ.

Reflection Questions:

. Have | made myself central in the church?
. Am | raising leaders or controlling everything?

2. THE CHURCH IS NOT A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
Scripture:
"You cannot serve God and mammon." — Matthew 6:24 (NKJV)

While administration and finances are necessary, the Church must
never be driven by profit or business models.

Key Truths:

« The Church is not profit-driven
. People are not customers
« Ministry is not a product

Warning Signs:

« Decisions driven by money instead of God’s leading
. Members treated like clients
. Emphasis on revenue over spiritual growth

Hlustration:

A business measures success by profit. The Church measures success
by transformed lives.

Reflection Questions:



. Are financial concerns controlling ministry decisions?
. Do we prioritize giving over discipleship?

3. THE CHURCH IS NOT A BUILDING
Scripture:

"However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with
hands..." — Acts 7:48 (NKJV)

The building is only a meeting place—not the Church itself.
Key Truths:

« The Church exists beyond walls
 Ministry happens daily, not just on Sunday
« The Church moves wherever believers go

Ilustration:
If the building is removed, the Church should still thrive.
Reflection Questions:

. Are we overly focused on facilities?
. Can our church function outside Sunday gatherings?

4, THE CHURCH IS NOT A SOCIAL CLUB
Scripture:

"Having a form of godliness but denying its power." — 2 Timothy 3:5
(NKJV)

The Church is not merely a place for social interaction—it is a place
of transformation.



Key Truths:

. Fellowship must be spiritual, not just social
. Power of God must be evident
. Lives must change

Ilustration:
A social club entertains; the Church transforms.
Reflection Questions:

. Are people being changed or just entertained?
. Is there evidence of spiritual growth?

PART 3: PRACTICAL APPLICATION FOR
MINISTERS

1. REFOCUS YOUR MINISTRY

. Shift from performance to discipleship
. Emphasize spiritual growth over numbers
. Build people, not platforms

2. DEVELOP PEOPLE

. Train and release leaders
.« Encourage participation
. Create opportunities for members to serve

3. PRIORITIZE GOD’S PRESENCE

. Deepen prayer life
. Cultivate true worship
. Teach holiness and obedience

4. STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY

. Build genuine relationships



. Encourage small groups or fellowships
. Care for members personally

FINAL SELF-ASSESSMENT

Take time to honestly evaluate your ministry:

1. What currently defines my church?

2. Is Christ truly the centre?

3. Are people growing spiritually?

4. Am | building a system or a living body?
5. What needs to change immediately?

CONCLUSION

The Church is God’s divine design—a living body, a spiritual family,
and a mission-driven community. When ministers align with this
truth, the Church becomes powerful, healthy, and impactful.

Final Scripture:

" ...Christ is the head of the church; and He is the Saviour of the
body." — Ephesians 5:23

PERSONAL PRAYER

Lord, help me to see Your Church the way You see it. Remove every
wrong mind set and align my ministry with Your truth. Teach me to
build what You are building. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

END LESSON



